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to the chateau, where I found a great buzzing and sev-
eral groups of people talking. Mahony was closeted a
long time with the King. At the end of an hour the
King came out of his cabinet, and spoke strongly in
praise of what had occurred. He took pleasure in
dwelling at great length upon Mahony, and declared
that he had never heard anybody give such a clear and
good account of an occurrence as he. The King kindly
added that he should bestow a thousand francs a year
upon Mahony, and a brevet of Colonel.

In the evening M. le Prince de Conti told me that
the King had decorated Revel, and made Praslin Lieu-
tenant-General. As the latter was one of my particular
friends, this intelligence gave me much joy. I asked
again to be more sure of the news. The other principal
officers were advanced in proportion to their grades,
and many received pensions.

As for the Marechal de Villeroy he was treated as
those who excite envy and then become unfortunate
are always treated. The King, however, openly took
his part ; and in truth it was no fault of the Marechal,
who had arrived at Cremona the day before the sur-
prise, that he was taken prisoner directly he set his
foot in the street. How could he know of the aqueduct,
the barred-up gate, and the concealed soldiers ? Never-
theless, his friends were plunged into the greatest
grief, and his wife, who had not been duped by the
eclat which accompanied her husband upon his de-
parture for Italy, but who feared for the result, was
completely overwhelmed, and for a long time could not
be prevailed upon to see anybody.

M. de Vendome was appointed successor to M. de
Villeroy, in command of the army in Italy.